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Direct Print 

ImageQuick Drag’N’Print: 
 
Drag’N’Print is a direct print utility that is 
provided with the driver CD as a standard 
feature for the IBM Infoprint 1532 Express. 
 
IBM’s direct printing will be a popular 
resource among users looking for fast 
reproduction of high bandwidth graphic 
files. The reason being that IBM’s direct 
printing allows users to send PNG, PCX, 
DCX, PDF, JPEG, HTML, TIFF, GIF, BMP, 
and PS files directly to the print engine 
without launching an application or riping 
the file into a PCL or PostScript file. The 
time alone required to open an application 
such as Photoshop can be longer than the 
time it takes to print the file.  
 
Users are able to set up as many direct 
PDF queues as they require. This is a 
valuable feature allowing users to set up a 
direct print queue with the required 
document production features necessary 
for a specific job type. For example, a user 
could set up one job queue defaulted to 
duplex output on paper from tray one, while 
another queue could be set to incorporate 
an overlay of the company letterhead and 
print from the bypass tray.  
 
We also liked the ability to be able to use the 
direct print facility without having to first open 
a browser or windows application. This step, 
which is found on many rival devices can 
swallow up much of the time advantage that 
the process is supposed to deliver.  
 
Users of the IBM Infoprint 1532 Express 
have multiple ways in which they can route 
a job into a direct print queue. They can 
either drag a file on the desktop onto the 
ImageQuick icon or they can simply right 
click on the file and select the direct print 
queue from the ‘Send To’ options (as 
shown to the right.) 
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Direct Print 

Automatic Print Scheduled Events: 
 
Another valuable and unique feature on the 
IBM’s ImageQuick utility is the ability to set 
up automatic print scheduled events.  
 
These can be files stored on a local device, 
networked device or even URLs pulled 
directly from the world wide web.  
 
Scheduled events can be set up to go out 
on a one off basis or at regular intervals, to 
be set by the user.  
 
The user simply sets up the location of the 
file, be it a network folder location or the 
URL address (if a web site address), the 
print parameters and saves the job as a 
scheduled task.  
 

This function has a broad range of real-life 
applications. In the example below a stock 
broker in New York has set up a series of 
scheduled print events to ensure that when 
the brokers arrive in the morning that they 
have the main news page of the NY Times, 
CNN, Financial Times, and the Nikkei 
Index — all ready to scan before the days 
events get underway. In a business where 
time is money this can be invaluable.  
 
In another example a retail head office 
could set up a specific URL with the flyer 
design for the day’s promotions. Separate 
regional store can then set up a scheduled 
print, so that each morning the point of sale 
material and daily flyers are ready to be 
displayed and handed out immediately.  
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Direct Print 

USB Flash Drive Support: 
 
There is another way in which files can be 
submitted directly to the IBM Infoprint 1532 
Express without the need for a printer 
driver, or indeed without the need of a 
desktop PC.  
 
We were very pleased to see that, after 
years of asking, a manufacturer has finally 
included a USB flash drive reader on the 
device console. For years manufacturers 
have been boasting about their ability to 
handle raw PDF data. However, it is only 
now that a user is finally able to walk up to 
a device with a USB flash drive (an IT 
gadget that has moved away from being a 
geek must-have to being a standard piece 
of equipment for the IT literate) and print a 
PDF directly from the device.  
 
This function has a great number of 
potential real-world benefits. The most 
obvious being in the service print industry, 
namely business centers in hotels, airports, 
conference centers, internet cafes and high 
street print for pay businesses. In these 
instances traveling business people will 
frequently have laptops and USB pocket 
flash drives. If they receive a contract or 
order form via email and need to get the 
file printed they have only to transfer the 
file to the USB card, pack away the laptop 
and walk down to the hotel business center 
or airport lounge and print the file. 
 
To use this novel feature we simply had to 
insert the USB flash drive into the socket 
on the front console panel. We were then 
able to browse through the folder tree of 
the drive until we reached the PDF file we 
wanted to print.  
 

At this point users can only select the 
number of sets they require. We would 
have liked to have the ability to choose 
features such as duplex or finishing options 
(if available) allowing for even greater 
document flexibility.  
 
 
 
 

Console users can direct print PDF files from 
their USB flash drives. 
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Both drivers include a range of job 
delivery options. In addition to 
sending a job to print, we could also 
choose between: 
 
Verify Print:  
 
Prints the first copy of a multiple-
copy print job, then holds remaining 
copies until you either continue 
printing the job or delete the job 
using the printer’s operator panel.  
 
Reserve Print:  
 

Stores a print job on the printer for 
printing at a later time, i.e. Print on 
Demand functionality. To find stored 
jobs, we had to scroll through the 
job menu to our username, then 
scroll to the job we wanted to 
reprint. 
 
Repeat Print:  
 
Does the same as reserve print but 
produces a printed set of the job at the 
same time.  
 
Confidential Print:  
 
Sends print jobs to the device with a 
secure PIN. Users must first scroll to their 
username, then enter the PIN number 
using the keys on the printer operator 
panel. We were pleased to see that the 
PIN is now displayed as asterisks when 
entered by the user. In the past, the PIN 
had been displayed as the actual numbers 
on screen allowing a potential thief to 
oversee the data entry code. The 10-digit 
number panel is a great new feature on the 
device, providing users with a fast method 
of entering PIN details. Before, IBM users 
were restricted to 6 digit codes.  

Users assign a PIN to their  
confidential jobs within the driver. 

To release a confidential job saved on the IBM 
Infoprint series, users enter the 4-digit PIN 

assigned at the driver.  

Print on Demand 
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Print  

Printer Driver Functionality: 
 
IBM Infoprint 1532 Express 
shares the same PCL driver 
interface as the new color 
Infoprint Color 1567, the wide-
format Infoprint 1585, and the 
rest of the Infoprint-series. So 
enterprise users will feel right 
at home when they first open 
up and print to this workgroup 
device. 
 
As with these other IBM 
devices, the drivers are split 
out into four tabs: Page 
Layout, Paper, Print Quality 
and Other Options. The tabs 
clearly define which printing 
features they cover, so no time is 
wasted browsing from tab to tab.  
 
Within paper mode there is the option to 
specify the paper source for the document. 
However, there is no ability to select a 
different paper source for the front or back 
cover, a feature we would have like to have 
seen in this departmental printer — for 
example, using pre-printed header stock or 
heavy card stock for cover pages in 
manuals, brochures, presentations, etc. 
(right).  
 
Stapling, and offset are also 
selected from here (if installed.) 
Users can select the staple 
position when they click on the 
“More Finishing Options” button.  
 
The driver also supports overlays 
and watermark backgrounds 
(right). 

The IBM Infoprint series’s driver interface is the same as the rest 
of the Infoprint series. 
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Print  

Image Quality: 
 
The image quality achieved from the IBM 
Infoprint series was to an acceptable level 
across a wide range of typical business 
applications.  
 
Fonts were legible down to 4 points and 
fine lines were accurately reproduced.  
 
While not glaringly obvious, the image 
quality on graphics was not as good as the 
output we have seen on some rival devices 
in this sector. Grayscales and halftones 
had a slightly granular appearance, similar 
to the course screening seen on 
newspaper print. There was some banding 
on some graphic output and on the 
grayscale sliding test, but not the step 
down at certain intervals as we have seen 
on some competing devices.  
 
All being said, for typical office applications 
users will be more than satisfied with the 
output from the IBM Infoprint series, with 
only users carrying out more heavily 
graphically intensive work (who have yet to 
make the transition to color) having the 
potential for complaint.  

High resolution digital camera image output on the 
IBM Infoprint series, scanned at 600dpi  

and reproduced at 100% 

Test pattern reproduced on the IBM Infoprint series 
showing the slight banding on grayscale output. 
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The IBM Infoprint 1532 Express brings 
some new life to the workgroup printer 
monochrome market with an enviable 
number of unique features that put the 
device on its own in terms of user-
friendliness and productivity in various real-
world settings.  
 
Productivity is much more than a simple 
case of click-to-clunk: 
 
While some other devices may match the 
IBM Infoprint 1532 Express in theoretical 
print speed productivity when you take the 
simplistic equation of comparing click print 
to final output page, the overall productivity 
equation is another matter.  
 
It is this overall user productivity equation 
that separates the IBM Infoprint 1532 
Express from the pack, offering up a host 
of user productivity enhancements and 
workflow automation process that reduce 
the time a user has to spend getting to the 
point where the Print button can be clicked. 
After all, who waits by a printer as their 
pages come out — only the foolish or those 
fully intent on wasting time discussing last 
night’s latest reality TV elimination drama.  
 
While one device may be faster at printing 
a web page, the user must first open a 
browser, select the page and then hit print. 
Using ImageQuick this entire process can 
be set up with NO user time at all.  
 
The installation and maintenance 
procedures are up to IBM’s usual high 
standards, with MarkVision Professional.  A 
wealth of security networking measures are 
also included as standard including IPv6, 
Kerberos and LDAP authentication plus IP/
MAC filtering providing a professional 
means of managing one or multiple 
devices around the enterprise.  

The direct print facility via ImageQuick and 
the USB interface on the device front panel 
provide a wealth of walk-up and automated 
printing abilities that are designed to make 
the job of printing business-critical tasks as 
streamlined as possible.  
 
Image quality will satisfy most business 
users, but is an area we would like to see 
improved in the next generation as 
business documents continue to become 
more and more graphical in nature.  
 
What We’d Like To See: 
 
There are other areas we would like to see 
improved on the next generation product, 
including a more flexible user ID cost 
control system, allowing users to be 
allocated a set limit per month rather than 
the yes or no option currently available.  
 
We would also like to see the USB direct 
print facility expanded to include the ability 
to choose finishing/document production 
options in addition to the quantity choice 
option — this would make the unique 
feature even more impressive.  
 
As some manufacturers look to keep 
pushing the price of network printers down 
and down, IBM seems to be placing more 
emphasis on overall value for money taking 
the user time into account. When you 
consider the rising cost of salaries and the 
ever greater burden of responsibility placed 
on achieving greater workflow efficiency, 
we think IBM has taken the right approach. 
We look forward to seeing what innovation 
gets implemented on the next series.  

Summing Up 



IBM Printer Outlet.Com 
1-866-430-6202 

 
Fax for a Quick Quote 

817-430-6250 

#1532 Express
 
Organization ____________________________________________ 
 
Name __________________________________________________ 
 
Phone  _____    ____________ Fax number _______  ___________ 
   (area code)     (area code) 
 

E-mail _________________________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________________________ 
 
City _____________________  State ________  Zip_____________ 
 
Please indicate your specifications or requirements: 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
Additional comments: 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________ 




